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Growing &uu

Create Your Own
Blueberry Patch

A Beginner’s Guide
to Growing Berries \
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How to Grow Them in Contamers =
& Your Garden! &

Blueberries are one of the most rewarding pra
fruits to grow, and whether you're gardening in “ (&
containers or in the ground, there are a few key
things to keep in mind to ensure a healthy,
fruitful harvest.

o ldeal pH PBlueberries prefer acidic sol with a pH between
45 10 bb. Test your sol reqularly o ensure it stays in
this roange.

o Tip: if your soil is too akaline (nigher pH), you can amend
i with sufur or peat moss fo lower the pH. In containers,

) Use acldic potfing mix designed for blueberries. #*

o Why it maffers: Blueberries have shalow roofs and absorb
nutrients best in acidic sol. The right pH also helps
prevent common nutrient deficiencies.

o Full sun: Blueberries thrive in ful sun. Make sure they
receive af least b-8 hours of direct sunlight per day to
produce fhe most berries.

o Tip for confainers: Place your pots wihere tey get
morning sun and afternoon shade i the hotfer monthns,
especialy it you ive i a warmer clinate.
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o Deep watering: Blueberries prefer deep, fhorough
watering ratner than shallow watering.
Water around the base of the plant and
ensure tine roots receive moisture. N -

o Dont let them dry out Blueberries have ' .4,
shallow oot systems, so they need consistent N
moisture, especialy during ot weather.

o Confainer tip: Be sure your container has good drainage.
Watering foo much without proper drainage can lead 1o root rot.

o Pest watering mefinod: Water early in e morning fo avoid
fungal diseases that fhrive in damp, warm condtions.

Fertiizing: Keep it Balanced, Bur Don't
Overdo ff

o Fertlize sparingly: Blueberries are sensitive 1o
fertiizers. Use a balanced fertiizer formulated
for acid-loving planfs.

Organic options include fish emulsion
or seaweed.

o Timing: Fertiize in early spring as the
plant begins 1o show new growth.
Avod fertiizing in lofe summer or
fall fo prevent encouraging late—season
growth that can be damaged by cold.

e Confainer fip: When growing in confainers,
use a slow-release fertiizer 1o
ovod overfeeding.
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Pruning: Trim to Encournge
Growth

o Prune lightly: Plueberries dont need heavy pruning, but it's
mportant fo remove any dead or damaged wood. Trim back
od canes fo encourage new growth and higher vields.

o Pest fime 10 prune: Frune in late winter or early spring
before new growtin begins. 4

e Tip: Dont prune foo heavily in e first few years of growt £
allow your plant to develop a strong structure. i

Mulching: Keep Those Koofs (;ool
and Moist

o Why mulch? Mulching helps
mainfain moisture in e soll,
requlafes temperature, and
prevents weeds. Use acidic mulch,
such as pine needes, wood chips,
or bork.

o Tip for containers: Apply mulch
around the base of your
container blueberries fo protect
the roofs from extreme
temperafures.

o Dont mulch foo deeply:
About 7 1o % inches of
mulch is perfect.
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Growing Plueperties In
Confainers: Specia
Considerations

e Container size: Choose a large pot (at least B inches wide)
for each blueberry plant 1o allow the roots 1o spread

e Sol- Use acidic potfing mix, and add a layer of drainage rocks
ot the botfom of the pot to ensure proper drainage.

o Temperature: Be mindful of temperdture extremes—blueberries
N confoiners con freeze or dry out more easly, so consider
placing your pofs in a shelfered location or bringing tiem
Indoors during the winter months.

Solutions

N Yelowing leaves® This is often a sign of nufrient

~ deficiency or improper pH Test #ie sol and make sure
its acidic enough, and add ferflizer designed for
blueberries.

o No berries? This could be due to lack of polination or
tne plant being foo young to fruit. Consider adding
anotner Variety for cross—pollination or be patient if
your plant is young.

o Peste: Waith for pests like aphids, spider mites, and
blueberry maggots. Use organic pest control metnods
ke neem ol or insecticidal soap o keep your plants
safe
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Ponus Tips for Success N

e Winter care: If you live in a cold climate, consider
covering your confainer blueberries with burlap or
blankets fo profect them from freezing. In-ground
plonts may need extra protection with mulch.

e Companion planting: Blueberries love being next fo
ofiter acid-loving plants, lie azaleas, rododendrons, and \G& ol ¥
cranberries. Planting them fogetiher can boost overall 2
health and oesthetics.

Whetiner you're a beginner or o
seosoned gardener, folowing tinese
simple steps Wil ensure tihat your
blueberry plants fhrive year after
veor!
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